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Instrumentation 

Flute doubling Alto Flute & Piccolo 
Clarinet in Bb doubling Bass Clarinet in Bb 

Percussion: Crotales, Vibraphone, Tenor Drum, Snare Drum, Bass Drum, Suspended Cymbal, Tam-Tam  
Piano 

Baritone Voice 
Violin 

Violoncello 

About the piece 

 Migrations is the setting of three of my poems for Bass-Baritone with Pierrot Ensemble plus 
Percussion.  These three poems follow my own migration to the US, but also refer to the plight of all 
refugees, which, as the son of holocaust-fleeing immigrants I can relate to.  
 The first poem Exodus describes the lapping waves of Australia’s Sydney Harbour where I grew up. 
Its text combines themes of my own experiences not only with those of my grandparents', but also with the 
oppressed Aboriginal people who were massacred and exiled from Sydney Harbour. The poem uses the 
harbour itself as a metaphor for the body of suppression with which we deny the ever-present horrors of 
modern civilization.      
 The second movement Transit conveys the hostile industrial ‘concrete jungle’ of Brooklyn, New 
York, a place where I witnessed and experienced much personal turmoil and transformation. Transit pairs my 
own first nightmarish taste of emotional collapse with the struggle and environmental oppression faced by 
the thousands of toughened migrant families I witnessed on the streets every day. 
 The final movement, Homecoming is a simple song about finding both one's home, in both the 
physical and metaphysical senses, and in my case inspired by the serene oak-lined streets of Austin where I 
reside with my wife and two children. Its ghostly middle section harks back to the turmoil of the previous 
two movements, but now incorporates such negative experience into a more stable and positive force - the  
theme of transcendence through the motion of survival. This quiet moment reveals the deepest fruit of the 
Migrations, a humble, yet hard-won spirituality, the coming of appreciation of home life.  

 Migrations was first performed in concert in Jessen Hall, February 2nd, 2017 by  

Tim O’Brien - baritone voice 
Bryan Kennard - flute 
Nick Brown - clarinet 
Sara Sasaki - violin 
Matt Armbruster - ‘cello 
Linda Angkasa - piano 
Kendall Floyd - percussion 

conducted by Jason Missal 



Texts: i. Exodus 

Into the harbour comes morning - 
Over the water comes dawn’s breath, 
Dawn’s star. 

Inward the breakers are roaring - 
The swell of the tide bringing 
Sea-foam, plastic and broken glass. 

On the docks across the bay, 
A casket descends - 
Comes to rest. 

One tall ship slips across the bay -  
Slicing open the glimmering green -  
Sea-foam oozing an opening! 

Horrors lie deep beneath this rippled sheen -  
Terrors - forgotten murders, 
As they fester in these murky waters -  
Fear, distrust coils deep inside me. 

Searing wounds etched deep inside my veins -  
Tortures, twists my forbears forced to brave -  
Stripped of home of grace of name -  
Melted down poured in my frame, 
These horrors though i never knew -  
Sink downwards through the hidden years, 
Now stir up to the surface. 

This bright green cove’s a glut of rotting wrecks - 
So quiet beneath her silk pearlescent skin -  
She gleams - 
She shines back at the sun.



II. Transit 

I cut out a piece of myself -  
A laughing breathing piece of myself, 
I nailed it to the  
Smoldering carcass of the city -  
Amongst broken pipes,  
Amongst spattered paint,  
Upon shattered glass.  
I grasped this piece of myself -   
This crying, bleeding piece of myself -  
I grasped between contorted fingers, 
I smashed it into stone -  
Pinned up against the  
Crumbling ramparts of the city. 

I buried it, concealed it -    
This shivering fragment -  
In a crag where you would stumble - 
In a place you could not miss -  
In a cruel red spotlight, 
No place for children -  
No room for children -  
You have no softness -  
No understanding -  
No, no connection 
To the soft dreams of children. 

And high above -   
I float on water -  
On a homemade raft of pride -  
Of truth, fanned by wonder, 
Free from the noise - 
From the grinding noise of the city. 
But those long white plains of concrete 
Outstretched in the stink of the heat -  
One blockhouse after another -  
In every direction surround me,  
Grey waves of cinder -  
Seep heavy into my chest -  
Suck out my breath -  
Choke out my hope - 
Blot out my light! 

And so I cut out this piece of myself -  
This gasping bleeding piece of myself, 
I cast it down into the  
Causeways of the city, 
Amongst broken pipes -  
Amongst spattered paint -  
Upon shattered glass. 
So heed this bloody talis -  
Nailed up against the asphalt sky, 
In a crag where you would stumble -  
In a place you could not miss - 
In the cruel red spotlight - 
Of the sun! 
No place for children -  
Strapped high above -  
Up there it hangs -  

Above the thundering chaos of the city. 
Naked, breathless, alone. 



III. Homecoming 

Wet morning  has kissed us -  
Has lied about nearby oceans, 
Has ferried ancient fragments -  
Of christmases long forgotten,  
Once red-robed -  
Once cherished. 

High stratus has scattered -  
Has framed around this moment -  
And as gaggles of cubicled workers -  
Go prancing around the town square, 
We slumber under covers -  
Dreaming of stones thrown into the 
harbour, 
(First you then the babe.) 

But long through the night -  
As we slept, she has wandered -  
This pale Southern ghost - floated 
slowly. 
And restless she looms - so slowly 
beneath -   
Twisted oak, Spanish moss, down our 
street -  
As we sleep. 

Her outstretched hands -  
And her upturned face - 
All awash in the silver street-lights, 
Her lustrous skin - an offering! 
To some invisible being -  
To some unknowable master -  
Somewhere above the empty night, 
Someone far, far above 

Warm noontide licks our faces, 
Returns us to our wooden chamber -  
He's chased away thieving winter, 



"I am made up of many men  
and women too from far and wide  
the centuries expanded  
and the decades decide   

whosoever shall be travelers  
and forge into the wilderness  
and who shall stay behind  
to cultivate the tenderness..."        

 -  Matt the Electrician, from California
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∑
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∑
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Œ œ
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œ
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?

Ó Œ ‰
œ

œ

œ

œ

œ# œ

J

˙ œ

œ

œ# œn

œ
œ# œ

J

œ

‰

œ

œ#

J

œn

œ
œ# œ

J

œ œ

J

œ ™
œ# œn

œ
œ# ™

œ ™
œ#

J

œ ˙n ™

Ó ‰

œ

œb

œ

œ

œ œ

J

œ œ œ

œ

œn œb

œ
œ œ

J

˙ œ

œ

œn œb

œ
œ œ

J

œ

œ

œn œb

œ
œ œ

œ

J

œ

J

œn œb

J

œ

œ
œ w

˙#
˙

˙

˙

˙

#
˙

˙

˙n

w

w

w

˙

˙

˙

#
˙

˙

˙n

w

w

w

O

˙

O

œ

O

œ

O

œ

O

œ

O

œ

O

œ

O

œ

O

œ

O

˙

O

œ

O

œ

O

œ

O

˙ ™

™
O

œ

O

œ

O

œ

O

œ

O

˙

w

œ#
œ

œ

œ w œ

Œ

œ#
œ

œ
œ# œ œ œn ™

œ

˙# œ

œ ™

œ

œ# ™

‰

w

Œ ‰

œ

j

œ

œ# œ ˙
™

œ
œ#
™ œ

J

œ#

œ ˙
™

˙

Œ

œ

˙#

Œ

œ

w

w

w

#

∏
∏
∏
∏
∏ ˙

˙

˙

˙

˙

˙

#

∏
∏
∏
∏
∏ w

w

w

w

w

w

#

∏
∏
∏
∏
∏ ˙

˙

˙

˙

˙

˙

#

™

™
™

∏
∏
∏
∏
∏ w

w

w

#

∏
∏
∏
∏
∏ ˙

˙

˙

˙

˙

˙

#

∏
∏
∏
∏
∏ w

w

w

w

w

w

∏
∏
∏
∏
∏

˙

˙

˙

˙

˙

˙

∏
∏
∏
∏
∏

w

w

w

w

w

w

∏
∏
∏
∏
∏

˙

˙

˙

˙

˙

˙

™

™
™

∏
∏
∏
∏
∏

w

w

w

∏
∏
∏
∏
∏

˙

˙

˙

˙

˙

˙

∏
∏
∏
∏
∏

w

w

w

w

w

˙

˙

˙

˙

w

w

w

w

˙

˙

˙

˙

™

™

w

w

˙

˙

˙

˙

w

w

=

13



°

¢

°

¢

{

{

°

¢

°

¢

{

{

A. Fl.

Cl.

Crot.

Bar. Solo

Pno.

Vln.

Vc.

mp f mp p mf pp

145
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∑ ∑
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ff

p mf
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mf
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&
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> >

∑ ∑ ∑
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&

∑

.
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.

>

.

>

>

.

>

.

>

.

>

> >

∑ ∑ ∑

/

Rim shot
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to Vib

∑ &

Vibraphone
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>
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.
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>

/
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?

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑
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>
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∑ ∑ ∑
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∑
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∑ ∑
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.
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>

3 3

mechanically

senza vib
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&

>
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senza vib

- -

/

> > > >

To S. D.

. . .

Snare Drum

mechanically

> >
>

>

To T. D.

>

Tenor Drum

3 3

?
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∑ ∑ ∑ ∑
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Composed in Austin, TX
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